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LONDON FOR KINSOLVING 

PARIS FOR NICHOLAS MURPHY 

OTHER ADDRESSEES FOR CHIEFS OF MISSION 

WARNING NOTICE SENSITIVE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVED NOT 
RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS 

1. ISRAEL. THE SENATE VOTED 54-44 LATE MONDAY AGAINST 

A RESOLUTION DISAPPROVING THE US ADMINISTRATION'S PACKAGE 
SALE OE WARPLANES TO ISRAEL, EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA, THUS 
ASSURING THAT THE DEALS WILL GO THROUGH. PRIOR TO THE 
SENATE VOTE, MAARIV'S HARIF REPORTED THAT IN ITS DISCUSSION 
ON SUNDAY OE THE AIRCRAET DEAL, "THE ISRAELI CABINET WAS 
UNITED IN THE GRAVITY WITH WHICH IT SAW THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION'S DISREGARD EOR ITS EXPLICIT ASSURANCES TO UNCONDI- 
TIONALLY PROVIDE ISRAEL WITH AIRPLANES...." HARIF SAYS THAT 
THE CABINET WAS SPLIT, HOWEVER, ON WHAT ISRAEL SHOULD DO 
ABOUT THIS. "SOME WANTED A FIRM AND DIRECT ANTI- 
ADMINISTRATION ACTION. THESE INCLUDED MINISTERS TAMIR AND 
SHARON.... OTHERS, INCLUDING WEIZMAN, EELT THAT IT WAS 

BETTER TO ACT WITH RESTRAINT." BOTH CAMPS AGREED THAT 
ISRAEL COULD NOT LET MATTERS GO WITHOUT AN "APPROPRIATE" 
SECRET 
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REACTION. (UNCLASSIEIED) 

2. MEANWHILE, EMBASSY TEL AVIV REPORTED THAT THE ISRAELI 
CABINET, IN ITS WEEKLY SESSION SUNDAY, DECIDED BY A 14-3 
VOTE TO BACK CHIEE OE STAFF EYTAN REGARDING HIS CONTRO- 
VERSIAL REMARKS IN AN ISRAELI TV INTERVIEW. WEIZMAN, IN 
DEFENDING EYTAN, SAID THAT WHILE THE LATTER MAY NOT BE 
TALENTED IN MAKING FACILE PUBLIC STATEMENTS, HE DID NOT 
EXCEED HIS AUTHORITY. 

3. EYTAN'S COMMENTS ARE CAUSING PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR 
BEGIN'S COALITION PARTNER, THE DMC. LAST WEEK YADIN AND 
HIS ALLIES REBUKED THE PARTY'S LEFTWING FOR DIVISIVE 
ACTIVITIES. THESE ELEMENTS ARE DOMINATED BY THE SHINUI 
FACTION, WHICH CONSIDERS ITSELE THE EOUNDER OF THE DMC. 

IT HAS BEEN URGING DMC LEADERS EITHER TO PUT PRESSURE 
ON BEGIN TO BE MORE FLEXIBLE IN THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS OR 
TO QUIT THE COALITION. 

4. COINCIDENT WITH THE AGITATION IN THE DMC EOR 

BOLTING THE GOVERNMENT IS LONGSTANDING DISSATISFACTION WITH 
THE PARTY'S LEADERSHIP. THE CRITICISM IS DIRECTED 
PRIMARILY AGAINST YADIN FOR HIS FAILURE TO PROVIDE 
DIRECTION TO THE DMC AND HIS LACK OF INFLUENCE IN THE 
CABINET. THE DISSENTERS ALSO POINT TO THE FAILURE OF THE 
DMC TO EFFECT ANY OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REFORMS 
DEMANDED IN THE PARTY'S PLATFORM. 
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5. THE EYTAN INTERVIEW WILL ENABLE THE DISSIDENTS TO 
REVIVE THEIR CRITICISM AFTER BEING SQUELCHED BY YADIN. 

IN A MOVE PARTIALLY DESIGNED TO HEAD OFF THIS CAMPAIGN, 

THE DMCS SECRETARIAT ISSUED A STATEMENT SAYING THAT 
EYTAN'S REMARKS VIOLATED THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE ARMY WAS 
SUBORDINATE TO ELECTED OFFICIALS AND THAT SOLDIERS ON 
ACTIVE DUTY WERE FORBIDDEN TO TAKE PUBLIC POSITIONS ON 
POLITICAL ISSUES. 

SECRET 
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6. SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT EYTAN'S REMARKS COULD 
SWING THE BALANCE AND LEAD TO THE DMCS WITHDRAWAL FROM 
THE COALITION. WE BELIEVE THAT SUCH SPECULATION IS 
PREMATURE, BUT THE EPISODE WILL PUSH THEM ONE STEP CLOSER 
TO A BREAK WITH BEGIN. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

7. LEBANON. THE NIGERIAN BATTALION HAS NOW BEEN DEPLOYED 
TO LEBANON. THIS BRINGS THE UNIFIL FORCE TO ABOUT 

4500 MEN. THE REMAINING CONTINGENTS FROM IRELAND, IRAN, 

AND FIJI COULD BE IN PLACE BY THE SECOND WEEK OF JUNE. 

EVEN WHEN THE ENTIRE 6,000-MAN FORCE IS DEPLOYED, HOWEVER, 

IT WILL HAVE DIFFICULTY IMPLEMENTING ITS MANDATE. 

8. THE REASONS FOR THIS JUDGMENT ARE UNIFIL'S PROBLEMS 
WITH THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, THE PALESTINIANS, THE 
ISRAELIS, AND ITS OWN MANDATE. 

9. FOR THE SARKIS GOVERNMENT, THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN 
LEBANON ARE TANGENTIAL TO ITS MAIN CONCERN: PRESERVING 
THE PEACE IN BEIRUT AND MOUNT LEBANON. SARKIS AND HIS 
ADVISORS ARE UNWILLING TO TAKE ACTIONS IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON WHICH COULD UPSET THE DELICATE BALANCE OF FORCES 
IN BEIRUT. AS A CONSEQUENCE, THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
WANT TO BECOME MORE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE SOUTH. SENDING 
ARMY UNITS THERE, IN THE SARKIS VIEW, COULD CREATE 
DIFFICULTIES WITH THE PALESTINIANS AND COULD LEAD TO THE 
FRACTURING OF THE LEBANESE ARMY, THE PRIMARY SYMBOL OF 
LEBANESE UNITY. 

10. SARKIS' INABILITY TO MAKE DIFFICULT DECISIONS IS OF 

EVEN GREATER CONCERN. AS AMBASSADOR PARKER NOTED, SARKIS 
WAS CONSIDERED A CAUTIOUS BUREAUCRAT BEFORE HE 
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BECAME PRESIDENT, AND HE HAS DONE NOTHING TO DISPEL THIS 
IMAGE SINCE ASSUMING OFFICE. AS A FURTHER INDICATION OF 
HIS LACK OF LEADERSHIP, SARKIS ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THAT 
ATTEMPTS TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT OF POLITICIANS HAD BEEN 
HALTED BECAUSE OF "OBSTACLES AND CONTRADICTIONS WHICH 
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CREATED A NEGATIVE SITUATION," AND THAT THEREEORE THE 
AL-HUSS GOVERNMENT HAD WITHDRAWN ITS RESIGNATION. AFTER 
MAKING A BOLD MOVE, WHICH COULD HAVE BEEN THE FIRST STEP 
TOWARD REBUILDING LEBANON, THE LEBANESE LEADERSHIP HAS 
ONCE AGAIN SHOWN ITS PREFERENCE FOR THE STATUS QUO. 

1 1 . NEVERTHELESS, THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO 
SUPPORT UNIFIL. IT WANTS UNIFIL TO RESTORE LEBANESE 
SOVEREIGNTY IN THE SOUTH, BUT SARKIS SEEMS UNLIKELY TO 
GIVE MUCH TANGIBLE SUPPORT TO THE UN'S EFFORTS. 

12. UNIFIL'S MOST PRESSING PROBLEM IS THE CONTINUING 
INFILTRATION OF PALESTINIANS. UNIFIL IS SOMEWHAT 
HANDICAPPED BY THE LACK OF CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO 
RESPOND TO THIS INFILTRATION. THE FRENCH TOOK THE 
RESTRICTION ON PALESTINIAN REENTRY TO AREAS VACATED BY 
THE IDF PARTICULARLY SERIOUSLY. THEIR HARD LINE LED TO 

A SERIES OF CLASHES AND CRITICISM FOR BEING OVER ZEALOUS. 
OTHER UNITS HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY BEEN RELUCTANT TO ENFORCE 
VIGOROUSLY THE BAN ON REENTRY. THE IRANIANS, ACCORDING 
TO PRESS REPORTS, ARE THE LEAST VIGILANT IN BLOCKING 
PALESTINIAN ENTRY, WITH INFILTRATORS PASSING THROUGH 
IRANIAN LINES ALMOST AT WILL. 

13. UNIFIL UNITS APPEAR TO BE UNDER ORDERS TO PREVENT 
INFILTRATION WHILE AVOIDING CLASHES. THIS IS AN 
IMPOSSIBLE TASK AND IS ADVERSELY AFFECTING THE MORALE 
OF THE UN TROOPS. THEIR FRUSTRATION IS INCREASED BY 
SUCH INCIDENTS AS THE STANDOFF EAST OF TYRE WHERE 60 
PALESTINIANS WERE SURROUNDED BY UNIFIL FORCES BUT REFUSED 
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TO WITHDRAW OR LAY DOWN THEIR ARMS FOR A TIME. 

14. THE ISRAELIS HAVE SO FAR NOT GIVEN A DEFINITE DATE 
FOR THE COMPLETION OF THEIR WITHDRAWAL. THEY MAY WELL 
SAY THEY WILL NOT WITHDRAW AS LONG AS UNIFIL CONTINUES 
HALF-HEARTEDLY TO PREVENT PALESTINIAN REINFILTRATION INTO 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. THE LACK OF A FURTHER ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL WILL LEAD TO INCREASED PALESTINIAN CRITICISM OF 
UNIFIL AND GREATER STRAINS IN UN-PALESTINIAN RELATIONS. 

AS A CONSEQUENCE, AS LONG AS THE UNIFIL MANDATE IS 
INTERPRETED SO LOOSELY, THE UN SOLDIERS WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO IMPLEMENT RESOLUTIONS 425 AND 426. THE ISRAELIS ARE 
LIKELY TO REMAIN, WHILE THE PALESTINIANS GRADUALLY RETURN 
IN FORCE. (SECRET/NOFORN) 

15. EGYPT. FOLLOWING HIS SPEECH SUNDAY, SADAT ISSUED 
THE TEXT OF THE REFERENDUM HE HAS PROPOSED FOR MAY 22. 
EMBASSY CAIRO COMMENTED THAT THE REFERENDUM IS A MOVE 
TO EMASCULATE HIS OPPOSITION ON BOTH THE LEFT AND RIGHT. 
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APPROVAL OF THE MEASURES, WHICH WILL PROBABLY RESULT IN 
THE CLOSING DOWN OF THE OFEICIAL LEFT PARTY AND A PURGE 
OF THE PRESS AND PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS, IS A CERTAINTY. 
THE REEERENDUM TEXT SUGGESTS THAT SADAT HAS DECIDED TO 
FIRMLY PUT THE BRAKES ON THE POLITICAL LIBERALIZATION 
PROCESS WHICH HAD BEEN SO POPULAR, EMBASSY CAIRO OBSERVED, 
ALTHOUGH THE END RESULTS ARE NOT YET CLEAR. 

16. REGARDING EGYPTIAN -SYRIAN RELATIONS, A LOCAL 
EGYPTIAN JOURNALIST, COMMENTING TO EMBASSY DAMASCUS RE- 
GARDING LOCAL RUMORS, SAID THAT NUMEIRI HAD INDEED 
TEMPTED ASSAD WITH AN INTRIGUING OFEER FROM SADAT. SADAT 
IS ALLEGED TO HAVE BROACHED, VIA NUMEIRI, A SCENARIO 
WHEREBY HE WOULD END HIS INITIATIVE IN RETURN FOR RECOGNI- 
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TION FROM SYRIA AND OTHER ARABS THAT HE HAD ACTED 
HONORABLY ON BEHALF OF THE ARAB CAUSE. THE SYRIANS 
REPORTEDLY REEUSED THE OEFER. EMBASSY DAMASCUS NOTED 

THAT BOTH SIDES MAY BE BEGINNING TO SET THE STAGE FOR AN 
EVENTUAL RECONCILIATION; SOME CONTACTS HAVE CONTINUED 
DURING THIS LATEST RIFT, AND SIGNS EXIST - SUCH AS THE 
RESUMPTION OF EGYPTAIR FLIGHTS TO DAMASCUS AND THE PRE- 
SENCE OF A SYRIAN GRAIN-PURCHASING DELEGATION IN CAIRO - 
THAT THESE LINKS ARE INCREASING. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

17. PALESTINIANS. SENIOR PLO MEMBER KHAl.ID AL-HASAN 
DENIED MONDAY THAT THE PLO HAD ADOPTED A DECISION TO 
PROCLAIM A GOVERNMENT-IN-EXILE. AL-HASAN WAS RESPONDING 
TO SPECULATION IN THE KUWAITI PRESS THAT SUCH A GOVERNMENT 
WOULD BE ANNOUNCED SOON. (UNCLASSIEIED) VANCE 

SECRET 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 26 sep 1999 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION, INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING FORCES, MILITARY SALES, POLITICAL 
REPRESSION, POLITICAL STABILITY, SPEECHES, TROOP DEPLOYMENT, US CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 24345 
Document Source: ADS 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: INR/RNA/NE:HRSINDELAR:JVW 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: 11652 XGDS-2 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780207-0346 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 978/newtext/t1 978051 12/baaaeyqx. tel 

Line Count: 254 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, TEXT ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 93793895-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN INR 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 5 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 30 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2540078 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> mcm 970819 
Subject: INTSUM 565 - MAY 16, 1978 

TAGS: MASS, PINR, EG, IS, LE, MPOL, PINT, (SADAT, ANWAR) 

To: SINAI INFO ABU DHABI MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/93793895-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



